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" survival of the fittest" has always been obnox-
ious to the Gallic admirers of the author of
"The Origin of Species/' They accepted his
biological conclusions, but not the ethical infer-
ences of his disciples. The principle of "co-
operation" has gained ground over that of
"struggle for existence." Renouvier claims that
"man, rising above sheer biological evolution,
has brought into human society the law of jus-
tice, of charity and solidarity." M. Leon Bour-
geois has changed the formula of Darwin by
saying that life "is the struggles of each for the
existence of all." Fouillee has made it "a strug-
gle for coexistence," and Deschanel makes it
"the union for life." Clemenceau, with an earn-
estness that no one can question, says, "Social-
ism is social goodness in action; it is the inter-
vention of all for the sake of the victim of the
fatal vitality of others. . . . Man hinders man, I
have said. Man also helps man. The1 help for
life in the struggle for life, that is, the order
of life, born of the supreme law of solidarity
of all." 1

Taken all in all, the trend of French ethics
is not far from that of the Founder of Christian-
ity. In the general life the word duty has come
to take a larger place and to be more inclusive.

1 La M&6e soddle, pp. XIV and XV.